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August 11, 2014 
 
Mr. Darrell Nitschke, Executive Director 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 East Boulevard, Dept. 408 
Bismarck, ND  58505-0480 
 

  RE:   Prairie Substation to Ramsey Substation 230 KV Transmission Line Rebuild Project  
  (“GD Line Rebuild Project”) Segment 4 
 PSC Case No. PU-11-640 
 Transmittal of Certification  
 
Dear Mr. Nitschke: 
 
On September 27, 2011, Great River Energy sought a jurisdictional determination from the Public 
Service Commission (PSC) on the level of permitting required for the rebuild of an existing 230 kV 
transmission line between the Minnkota Power Cooperative Prairie Substation near Grand Forks, 
North Dakota and the Great River Energy Ramsey Substation near Devils Lake, North Dakota.  
This line was built in 1966; therefore Great River Energy does not hold a route permit for this 
transmission facility. At that time Great River Energy proposed to rebuild the approximately 80 
miles of this line in eight segments (see attached Figure 1) over the course of the following eight 
years, and indicated that most of the structures would be rebuilt next to the existing structures, 
likely within the existing right of way (75 feet either side of the centerline), but certainly within 
350 feet either side of the centerline.   
 
In a letter of November 28, 2011, the PSC indicated that no siting application for this rebuild 
project would be required provided no exclusion or avoidance areas are affected and Great River 
Energy provided the proper certification in writing that such exclusion and avoidance areas 
would not be affected. 
 
Segment 3 of the Project, deemed to be in greatest need of replacement, was rebuilt in 2012.  
 
In our letter of September 27, 2011, Great River Energy also indicated that there were portions 
of line in three segments of this eighty mile Project that were of concern to our Transmission 
Construction and Maintenance Department and where relocation of the line was preferred:  
  

1) Segment 7 – Between existing Structures 450 and 458, the structures needed to be 
protected from ice damage, as they were located in a flooded slough.   Line crews 
recommended a reroute of approximately two miles to the south.   
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2) Segment 8 – Between existing Structures 559 and 562, the structures needed to be 
protected from ice damage, as they were located in a flooded slough.   Line crews 
recommended relocating at least one section at a minimum. 
 

Originally Segments 7 and 8 were to be rebuilt in the latter years of the rebuild Project.  
However, in 2012, compromised clearances over standing surface water (due to flooded 
conditions) in Segments 7 and 8 were discovered in the general locations listed above.  Great 
River Energy therefore applied for a Transmission Facility Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
and Route Permit (PU-12-398) to relocate and rebuild the line in these locations (Segment 7, 
1.75 miles, Structures 449-460; Segment 8, 2.25 miles, Structures 550-562).  The PSC issued 
the Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit to Great River Energy on 12-12-12.  
These relocations were completed between February 2013 and May 2013.  The remainder of 
Segments 7 and 8 will be rebuilt as originally scheduled in the last years of the rebuild 
Project.   

 
3) Segment 4 (Figure 2) – A landowner had requested that Great River Energy relocate the 

transmission line between existing Structures 276 and 283 to avoid tree stands in the 
area.  Since our September 27, 2011 letter, Great River Energy has met with this 
landowner and it was mutually agreed that the alignment would remain the same but 
taller transmission poles would be used in this area (Structures 278-283, Figure 3, Sheet 
9) to avoid loss of the tree stands. 

 
 
It has been determined that Segment 4 will be the next segment of the Project to be rebuilt.  It 
includes Structures 227 to 307 near Niagara, North Dakota.  Figure 3 (Sheets 1-13) shows the 
existing structure locations, the proposed structure locations, and the wetlands near this 
segment. All of the structures will be rebuilt next to the existing structures (within 10-15 feet) 
and within the existing right of way (75 feet either side of the centerline).  Great River Energy 
plans to start the rebuild in November 2014 and estimates completion in March 2015. 
 
There is one avoidance area (defined under N.D. Administration Code 69-06-08-02 (2)) where the 
existing line passes within 500 feet of a rural residence (Figure 3, Sheet 9).  That avoidance area is 
not affected because the new structures will be installed right beside the existing structures and 
will not change the existing route alignment through this avoidance area. 
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In accordance with North Dakota Century Code 49-22-03 3(a)(3), please find enclosed a notarized 
certification that the rebuild of Segment 4 will not affect any known exclusion or avoidance area, 
as those terms are defined in N.D.A.C 69-06-08-02(1) and (2), and that Great River Energy will 
comply with all applicable conditions and protections in siting laws and rules and commission 
orders previously issued for any part of the facility.  
 
Please let me know if you need additional information regarding the rebuild of Segment 4 of the 
Prairie Substation to Ramsey Substation 230 kV “GD” Transmission Line.  I can be reached at 763-
445-5214, or by email at cschmidt@grenergy.com. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important transmission line rebuild project. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 

 
Carole L. Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and Compliance 
 
Enclosures 
 
c:   Jerry Lein, ND PSC 
 Chuck Lukkarila, GRE 
 
s:\legal\environmental\transmission\projects\GD Line Segment 4 Rebuild\Prairie to Ramsey Segment 4 Rebuild PSC Cert Letter 8-11-14.docx 
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CERTIFICATION OF APPLICANT PURSUANT TO N.D. CENTURY CODE 49-22-03(3)(a)(3)

GREAT RIVER ENERGY

PSC Case No. PU-11-640

I, William R. Kaul, Vice President, a duly authorized agent of Great River Energy that has

authority to bind the company in these matters, do hereby certify under oath:

, That the rebuild activities in Segment 4 of Great River Energy's "GD Line" will not affect
any known exclusion or avoidance area as defined under the N.D. Administration Code
69-06-08-02 (1) and (2).

, That Great River Energy will comply with all applicable conditions and protections in
applicable North Dakota siting laws and rules and commission orders previously issued
for any part of the facility.

Dated at Maple Grove, Minnesota this 24th day of July, 2014.

William R. Kaul
Vice President
Transmission Division

This instrument was acknowledged before me this 24th day of July, 2014, by William R. Kaul on
behalf of Great River Energy.
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